
 
 

R O S C O M M O N ’ S  
 

F I F T H  
 

C H U R C H  
 

b y  
 

M a r t i n  D u n n e  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  a w a r d  o f  
N . U . I .  C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  L o c a l  H i s t o r y  

 D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M o d e r n  H i s t o r y  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C O N T E N T S  
 
 

P a g e  1    P r e f a c e  
 
P a g e  2   A c k n o w l e d g m e n t s  
 
P a g e  3     I n t r o d u c t i o n  
 
P a g e  5     C h u r c h  N e w s  
 
P a g e  1 1     T h e  R e v e r e n d s  
 
P a g e  1 5     T h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  
 
P a g e  2 0   C o n c l u s i o n  
 
P a g e  2 1     R e f e r e n c e s  
 
P a g e  2 3     B i b l i o g r a p h y  
 
P a g e  2 4   A p p e n d i c e s  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PREF ACE 

 
 

T h e  d e ma n d  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o ry  i s  g r o w i n g  a l l  t h e  t i me ,  a s  i s  t h e  
p o p u l a r i t y  o f  M u s e u ms .  R o s c o m m o n  C o u n t y  M u s e u m h a s  b e e n  o p e n  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  
a n d  i s  f u l l  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  i t  w a s  mi s s i n g  a  c o mp l e t e  h i s t o r y  o f  i t s e l f ,  t h e  
f o r me r  R o s c o m m o n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h .  S o  t h e  L o c a l  Hi s t o r y  C o u r s e  o f f e r e d  b y  
N U I  M a y n o o t h  g a v e  t h e  i d e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  de lve  i n to  t he  P re sby t e r i an  Church  &  
C o n g r e g a t i o n ( s )  h i s t o r y .  
 
The  fo r mer  P re sby t e r i an  Church  i s  now 1 3 5  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  i t s  e x t e r i o r  s t one  work  
h a s  n o t  c h a n g e d  i n  t h a t  t i me .  Wha t  h a s  c ha n g e d  i s  i t s  u s e  a n d  mo r e  i mp o r t a n t ,  t h e  
h u ma n  e l e me n t  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  “ Co n g r e ga t i o n ”  h a s  g o n e ,  d i s a p p e a r e d  a f t e r  a  
s h o r t  l i f e  o f  j u s t  o v e r  1 0 0  y e a r s ,  b u t  n o t  f o r g o t t e n  a n d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h i s  
r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  wi l l  be  r e v i v e d ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  m e mor y .  
 
G e n e a l o g y  a s  w i t h  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  M u s e u ms  h a s  g r o w n  i n  p o p u l a r i t y  a n d  
i mp o r t a n c e ,  a n d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  r e s e a rc h  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  t r a c i n g  
r o o t s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  Re v e r e n d s  w h o  s e r v e d  h e r e  a n d  w h e r e  d i d  
t h e i r  l i f e ’ s  e n d  u p?  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  b e  o n go i n g  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  w i l l  b e  e x h i b i t e d  
p e r ma n e n t l y  i n  t h e  M u s e u m a n d  h o p e f u l l y  d e sce n d a n t s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  w i l l  b e  
found  and  con t ac t ed  and  i nv i t ed  t o  v i s i t  t h e  M u s e u m t o  s e e  R o s c o m mo n  
P re sby t e r i an  Church ’ s  h i s t o ry ,  t o  s e e  t h e i r  h i s t o r y !    
 
T h e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  w o r k  w a s  s i mp l y  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h e  n a me  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  b u t  i t  i s  
i mp o r t a n t  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  w a s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  C h u r c h  i n  t o w n ;  
S t .  Coma n’ s  Chu rch  o f  I r e l and  (1775 ) ,  Ca t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  M a r k e t  Sq u a r e ( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  
M e t h o d i s t  C h a p e l ,  C h u r c h  S t r ee t (1820 )  and  t he  fo r mer  Ca t h o l i c  C h u r c h  i n  C h a p e l  
L a n e ( d e m o l i s h e d ) .  H e n c e  R o s c o m m o n  P re s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  f r o m m y  k n o w l e d g e ,  
w a s  a n d  s t i l l  i s ,  “ R o s c om m o n ’ s  F i f t h  C h u r c h ” .  
 
Today  t he  fo r mer  P re sby t e r i an  Church  i s  a s  i mp o r t a n t  t o d a y  a s  i t  w a s  d u r i n g  i t s  
C h u r c h  d a y s ,  a s  a  M u s e u m a l l  y e a r  ro u n d  a n d  a s  a  T o u r i s t  I n f o r ma t i o n  O f f i c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  s u m me r .  M a y  t h i s  i mp o r t a n t  v i s i t o r  a t t r a c t i on  su rv ive  and  p ro spe r  and  
h o p e f u l l y  t h i s  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  l o c a l  h i s to r y  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  co n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s .  
 
M a r t i n  Du n n e  
E d i t o r  
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INTRODUCTION  
 
 

I n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  a r r i v e d  i n  I r e l a n d .  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
t e n a n t r y  f r o m L o w l a n d  S c o t l a n d  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  s e t t l e  on  t he  e s t a t e s  g r an t ed  t o  
E n g l i s h  a n d  S c o t t i s h  l a n d l o r d s  e . g .  Pa r i sh  o f  C londe rmo t  i n  coun ty  Londonde r ry  
( 1 6 1 3 ) .  I n  1 7 0 8  t h e r e  w e r e  1 3 0  P r e s b y t e r i a n  cong rega t i ons  i n  I r e l and  de sp i t e  t he  
p e r s e c u t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  P e n a l  L a ws  a n d  t h e  T e s t  A c t . 1  By  1861  n ine ty - s ix  pe r -
c e n t  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  w e r e  b a s e d  i n  U l s t e r ,  wh i l e  i n  C o n n a c h t  i t  w a s  o n l y  e i g h t  
p e r - c e n t .  C o mp a r i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  popu l a t i on ,  n ine ty - f i ve  pe r - cen t  Ca tho l i c  
i n  C o n n a c h t ,  w h i l e  o n l y  f o r mi n g  f i f t y  p e r - c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i on  i n  U l s t e r .  I n  
c o u n t y  R o s c o m m o n  i n  1 8 6 1 ,  0 . 2  % (  =  1 , 8 2 6 )  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  
P re sby t e r i an . ( s ee  1861  Census  append ix  page1 ) .    
 
T h e  P r e sb y t e r i a n  n u mbe r s  w e r e  l o w  i n  C o n n a c h t  b e c a us e  o f  t h e  l e s s  i n f l ux  o f  o t h e r  
n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  a n d  h i g h e r  i n  U l s t e r ,  d u e  t o  ma j o r  p l an t a t i on  by  s e t t l e r s  f r om 
E n g l a n d ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  Sc o t l a n d .  T h e s e  S c o t t i s h  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  ma i n l y  
P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s t r ong  chu rch  i n  U l s t e r . 2  Around  1850  t he r e  was  
a p p r o x i ma t e l y  4 3 3  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  ( 6 5 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e ) ,  e i g h t  p e r - c e n t  o f  t h e  I r i s h  
popu l a t i on  was  P re sby t e r i an .  A  s econd  Ev a n g e l i c a l  R e v i v a l  o c c u r r e d  i n  1 8 5 9 ,  
w h i c h  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  N o r t h  A me r i c a  a n d  t h e  U K .  B y  1 9 0 1 ,  a l mo s t  t e n  p e r - c e n t  o f  
t he  I r i sh  popu l a t i on  was  P re sby t e r i an . 3  
 
W h y  w a s  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  b u i l t  i n  R o s c o m m o n  i n  1 8 6 3 ? ,  a  t o w n  t h a t  w a s  
s ma l l ,  v i r t u a l l y  C a t h o l i c  i n  r e l i g i on ,  depend ing  on  f a rming  commun i t i e s  f o r  
b u s i n e s s  a n d  p e o p l e  l o c a l l y  a n d  n a t i o n a l l y  s t i l l  i n  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  t h e  G r e a t  F a mi n e .  
D u r i n g  t h e  F a mi n e  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rc h  a i d e d  t h e  p o o r  a n d  t h e  h u n g r y ,  b u t  
du r ing  t he i r  he lp  t hey  we re  a l so  t r y ing  t o  c o n ve r t  d e s t i t u t e  C a t h o l i c s  t o  t he  
P re sby t e r i an  f a i t h .  Even  t hough  t he  co n g r e g a t i o n  w a s  s ma l l  i t  w a s  e n o u g h  t o  
w a r r a n t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  s ma l l  c h u rc h .  O n e  c a n  o n l y  w o n d e r  w h y  t h e y  b u i l t  
o p p o s i t e  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( n o w  B a n k  o f  I r e l a n d ) ?  B e c a u s e  i t  w a s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  
t o w n  o r  p o s s i b l y  be c a u s e  t he y  w a n t e d  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  t o  s e e  t h e r e  w a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  
f a i t h  t o  f o l l o w  o r  s i mp l y  b e c a u s e  t he  o w n e r  o f  t h e  l a n d  w a s  P r e sb y t e r i a n ,  o n e  c a n  
o n l y  g u e s s !  
 
Wha t  i s  c l e a r  i s  t he  Chu rch  was  bu i l t  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  E v a n g e l i c a l  
R e v i v a l  w h i c h  s t a r t e d  i n  1 8 5 9 ,  a n d  w i t h i n  1 0 8  y e a r s  t h e  C h u r c h  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a  
H o u s e  o f  G o d .  N a t i o n a l l y  t h e re  w e r e  t o  b e  s e v e r a l  e x t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  
f o r ce s  t ha t  wou ld  a f f ec t  t he  fu tu r e  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h .  I t  i s  no t  c l e a r  why  
t he  Roscommon  P r e sby t e r i an  Congrega t i o n  d i s a p p e a r e d  b y  t h e  1 9 7 0 ’ s ,  b u t  i t  
p r o b a b l y  w a s  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  o f  ‘ H o m e  R u l e ’ ,  w h e n  I r e l a n d  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  p a r t  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m .  M o s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  w o u ld  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e ms e l v e s  B r i t i s h  
c i t i z e n s  a n d  u n d e r  a n  n a t i v e  I r i s h  G o v e r nme n t  ma y  h a v e  f e l t  t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  n o  
l o n g e r  B r i t i s h .  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  ma n y  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  mo v i n g  N o r t h  o r  a b r o a d .  
 
T h e r e  c ou l d  b e  s e v e r a l  e x t e r n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a l  ( p o l i t i ca l ,  r e l i g i o u s  &  s o c i a l  
i n f l u e n c e s )  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d i s ap p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  
b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h r o u g h  b a p t i s ma l ,  
ma r r i a g e ,  b u r i a l  r e c o r d s ,  d e e d s ,  l o c a l  p a p e r s  o r  c e n s u s /v a l u a t i o n  r e c o r d s .  A l l  t h i s  
r e s ea r ch  ma te r i a l  c an  r e su r r ec t  a  f o rgo t t en  g roup  o f  peop l e  a n d  h e l p  u s  r e c o n s t r u c t  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h o  o n c e  w o r s h i p p e d  i n  a  s ma l l  c h u r c h ,  i n  R o s c o m m o n  T o w n .  
 
 
 
 



C h u r c h  N e ws  
 

 
O n  t h e  16  February  1855  M a r c u s  M c C a u s l a n d  a n d  C o n n o l l y  T h o ma s  M c C a u s l a n d  
o f  F r u i t  H i l l ,  “ C ou n t y  L o n d o n d e r r y”  l e a se d  a  p l o t  o f  g r o u n d  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  
R o s c o m m o n  f o r  a  t e r m o f  n i n e t y - n i n e  y e a r s  a t  t he  r en t  o f  f o r t y  f i ve  pounds  t o  
Wi l l i a m J o h n  M c L a u g h l i n  o f  C a s t l e c o o t e .  T h e  p l o t  o f  l a n d  w a s  o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  
M c C a u s l a n d  b r o t h e r s  i n  1 8 4 9  a n d  i t  i s  p a r t  and  pa r ce l  o f  t he  Town  and  Lands  o f  
A r d e n a g h  w h i c h  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  B a r o n y  o f  B a l l i n t o b b e r  So u t h ,  C o .  R o s c o m m o n  a n d  
i t s  me a s u r e me n t  i n  a r e a  w a s  f i v e  a c r e s ,  o n e  r o o d  a n d  t h r e e  p e r c h e s  i n  I r i s h  
p l a n t a t i o n  me a s u r e s .  T h e  l a n d  w a s  b o u n d e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  b y  t h e  p r e mi s e s  h e l d  b y  
D o c t o r  C a s s e r l y  on  t h e  e a s t  b y  t h e  Ma r k e t  P l ace  o f  Roscommon  and  t he  sou th  by  
t h e  p r e mi s e s  o f  M r .  M i c h a e l  S h e r r a  and  pa r t  o f  t he  t own  l and  Loughnnane . 4  
 
I n  t he  ea r l y  1860 ’ s  A th lone  P r e s b y t e r y  a p p o i n t e d  R e v .  J o h n  Wi l s o n  t o  t h e  c h a r g e  
o f  t h e  t o w n  a n d  d i s t r i c t .  H e  f o r me d  t h e  nuc l eus  o f  a  cong rega t i on  be fo r e  he  moved  
t o  ano the r  Chu rch .  Dr .  John  Edga r  kep t  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  a n d  p e r s u a d e d  
t h e m t o  b u i l d  a  c hu r c h . 5   
 
O n  t h e  7  M a r c h  1 8 6 3  Wi l l i a m J o h n  M c L a u g h l i n  o f  C as t l e c o o t e  l e a s e d  a  p l o t  o f  
l a n d  t o  Re v e r e n d  Jo h n  E d g a r  o f  B e l f a s t  a t  a  c o s t  o f  t w e n t y  p o u n d s  a n d  a n  a n n u a l  
r e n t  o f  t e n  p o u n d  f o r  a  n i n e t y - o n e  y e a r  t e r m o f  l e a s e .  T h e  “ p i ece  o r  pa r ce l  o f  
g r ound  i n  t he  Marke t  Squa re  i n  t he  Town  o f  R o s c o m m o n  c o n t a i n i n g  i n  f r o n t  n e x t  
t o  t he  s a id  Marke t  Squa re  fo r t y  f e e t  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  b a c k w a r d s  f r o m 
f r on t  t o  r e a r  two  hund red  and  e igh t  f e e t  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s  t o  a n  i n t e n d e d  l a n e  o r  
p a s s a g e  f o r t y  f e e t  w i d e  a nd  con t a in ing  one  rood  and  e igh t een  pe r ches  s t a t u t e  
me a s u r e  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s  b e  a n y  o f  t h e  s a i d  s e v e r a l  a d m e a s u r e me n t s  mor e  o r  l e s s  
b o u n d e d  o n  t h e  E a s t  o r  F r o n t  b y  t h e  M a r k e t  Sq u a r e  a f o r e s a i d  o n  t h e  We s t  o r  r e a r  
b y  s a i d  i n t e n d e d  p a s s a g e  o n  t h e  N o r t h  b y  M r .  L e w i s ’ s  h o l d i n g  a n d  o n  t h e  S o u t h  b y  
o t h e r  p r e mi s e s  o f  t h e  s a i d  l e s s o r  a nd  wh ich  s a id  he r eby  demi sed  g round  and  
p r e mi s e s  a r e  s i t u a t e  i n  t h e  To w n  o f  R o s c o m m o n  T o w n  l a n d  o f  A r d n a n a g h  i n  t h e  
Pa r i sh  o f  Roscommon  Ba rony  o f  Ba l l i n t o b e r  S o u t h   a n d  C o u n t y  R o s c o m m o n . ”  T h e  
deeds  a r e  s i gned  and  w i tne s sed  by  a  W . H .  H o rne r .  6 .  
 
D o n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  w e r e  ma d e  b y  a  me m b e r  o f  t h e  S h e r r a  
f a mi l y  ( o n e  o f  w h o m w a s  t h e  l a s t  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  n e a r b y  O l d  J a i l ) . 7  
 
I n  J u l y  1 8 6 3  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  “ T h e  n e w  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ”  w a s  
p r i n t e d  b y  a  l o c a l  p a p e r ;  
 
“ We  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  f e w  d a y s  t h e  Rev .  Dr .  Edgar  o f  Be l f a s t ,  
W i l l i a m  T o d d  E s q  o f  D u b l i n ,  a n d  s o me  o t h e r  g e n t l e me n  a l s o ,  w i l l  l a y  t h e  
f o u n d a t i on  s t o n e  o f  t h e  P r e sb y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  R o s c o m m o n .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  b e  a  
c h a s t e  s i m p l e  s t r uc t u r e  a n d  a n  o r n a me n t  t o  o n e  M a r k e t  S q u a r e . -  T h e  f r o n t  f a c i n g  
t h e  s t r e e t  w i l l  b e  w r o u g h t  l i me  s t o n e  w i t h  r u s t  c - t e d  q u - i n s  a n d  m o l d e d  c a p . -  t o  b e  
f i n i s h e d  o f f  w i t h  a n  o r n a m e n t a l  pe d i me n t  c o r n i c e  a n d  c o n t a i n i ng  a  l a r ge  r e c e s se d  
d o o r ,  a  c i r c u l a r  h e a d e d  w i n d o w  o n  e a c h  s i d e  a n d  a  w h e e l  w i n d ow  o v e r  i t .  
 
The  i n t e r i o r  i s  nea t l y  f i t t ed  up  t o  a ccommo d a t e  a b o u t  1 2 0  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  p l a t f o r m i s  
p l a c e d  i n  a n  a r c h e d  r e c e s s  i n  t h e  w e s t  e n d  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  c e i l i n g  i s  l o f t y  
b e i n g  e l e v a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a b o v e  t h e  s i d e  w a l l s .   
T h e  e s t i ma t e  f o r  t h e  bu i l d ing  i s  430  pounds .  
 



M r .  W m .  M a x w e l l  o f  B a l l i na s l o e  i s  t h e  A r c h i t e c t  a n d  M r .  G e o r g e  G l a n v i l l e  o f  
B a l l i n as l o e  i s  t he  b u i l d e r  an d  i s  e x pe c t e d  t h e  e r e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  co mpl e t e d  b y  t h e  
f i r s t  o f  No v e m b e r .  
 
W e  a r e  i n d e e d  g l a d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  o u r  d i s s e n t i n g  fe l l o w  t o wn s me n  a r e  a b o u t  
o b t a i n i n g  a  n e a t  c om m o d i o u s  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  a n d  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  muc h  i n  
n e e d . ” 8 .  
 
I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n t h  ( A u g u s t )  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  “ L a y i n g  t h e  
F o u n d a t i o n  S t o n e  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rc h  i n  R o s c o m m o n ” ,  w a s  p r i n t e d  i n  a  
l oc a l  pa pe r ;  
 
“On  T h u r s d a y  l a s t  a t  1 0  o ’ c l o c k ,  a . m .  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  c e r e mo n y  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  
p r e sence  o f  cons ide r ab l e  number  o f  t he  r e s p ec t a b l e  i n ha b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  t o w n  a n d  
v i c i n i t y ,  W m .  T o d d .  E s q .  o f  D u b l i n ,  M r s .Todd  a n d  H u g h  M o o r e .  E s q .  o f  
C r e mo r n e ,  R a t h g a r ,  w a s  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  
 
The  Rev .  John  Edgar  D .D .  r e a d  t h e  84 t h  p s a l m.  H e  t h e n  s a i d  t ha t  t h e y  w e r e  
a s semb led  t oge the r  w i th  t he  i n t en t i on  o f  e r e c t i n g  a  h o u s e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  w o r s h i p  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  I r e l a n d .  T h o u g h  t h e i r  n u mb e r  i n  t h a t  
l o c a l i t y  w a s  f e w ,  t h e y  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h a t  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  t h a t  c o mp o s e  t h e  C h u r c h  
o f  Sco t l and ;  and  a  l a rge  po r t i on  o f  t he  d i s s en t e r s  o f  E n g l a n d  w e r e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  
T h e  P r e sb y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  i n  A me r i c a  c o n ta i n s  t h e  mos t  n u me r o u s  a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e  
p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  v a s t  p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  I r e l a n d  t h e y  h a d  o v e r  6 0 0  mi n i s t e r s  a n d  
cong rega t i ons .  I n  Connaugh t  i n  ‘ 48  t hey  ha d  on ly  s i x  house s  f o r  wor sh ip  and  now 
t h e y  h a d  t w e n t y ,  b e s i d e s  ma n y  mi s s i o n  s t a t i o n s .  T h e y  h a d  e x p e n d e d  ma n y  
t h o u s a n d s  p o u n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  i n  e s t ab l i sh ing  i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l s ,  
whe re  young  f e ma le s  had  ea rned  good  wages  i n  e mb r o i d e r i n g  mus l i n ,  & c .  T h e i r  
s c h o o l s  we r e  u n d e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d ;  b u t  t hey  t ook  ca r e  t o  g ive  a  s c r i p tu r a l  
e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  a p p r o v e d  o f  i t .  T h e y  d i d  n o t  c o m m e n c e  t h a t  
h o u s e  i n  a  s p i r i t  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  o t h e r s ,  b u t  t o  ma i n t a i n  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a n d  t h a t  
a  f e w  o f  t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  mi g h t  b e  e n a b l e d  t o  w o r s h i p ,  G o d  a c c o r d i ng  t o  t h e i r  
c o n s c i e n c e .  H e  w a s  g l a d  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h e  g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  wa s  
ma k i n g  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  i n  e du c a t i o n  a n d  i n  r e s p e c t  f o r  l a w  a n d  o r d e r  -  a n d  h e  w a s  
p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  h o u s e s  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  w o r s h i p  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  
p r o mo t i o n  o f  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  s o c i e t y .  H e  t hen  r e f e r r ed  t o  t he  i n s t ances  o f  J acob ,  
J o s h u a ,  a n d  S a mue l ,  h a v i n g  e a c h  s e t  u p  “ a  s t one ”  a s  a  me m o r i a l  o f  t h e  p a s t  a n d  a  
w i t n e s s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  a  h o p e  a s  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  t o  b e  d e r i v e d  b y  t h e  
p r e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  w i t h i n  t h o s e  w a l l s .  
 
M r .  H o r ne r  s a i d  h e  f e l t  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  t h e i r  c h u r c h  h a d  c o m me n c e d  i n  e a r n e s t ,  t o  
p r o v i d e  a  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  f o r  h e r  me m b e r s  i n  t h i s  t o w n .  T h e i r  k i n d  f r i e n d ,  Dr .  
Edgar ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e i r  mi s s i o n s ,  d e s e r ve d  h i s  c r e d i t  o f  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  -  a n d  
t h e y  h a d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n  h o n o r e d  e l d e r ,  Mr.  Todd  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  t h e  mo v e me n t  
b y  l a y i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n .  He  h o p e d  t h e y  w o u l d  s o o n  b e  e n a b l e d  t o  w o r s h i p  t h e  G o d  
o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  i n  a c c o r d a nc e  w i t h  t h e i r  o wn  p r i n c i p l e s ;  a n d  t ha t  t h e  e c ho e s  w i t h i n  
t h o s e  w a l l s  w o u l d  b e  “ g l o r y  t o  G o d  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  a n d  o n  e a r t h  p e a c e  a n d  g o o d w i l l  
t o w a r d s  me n . ”  A r i t h me t i c  g a v e  t h e m  n o  r u l e  b y  w h i c h  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t he  v a l u e  o f  
immor t a l  sou l s .  Ch r i s t i an  f r i ends  o f  o the r  denomi na t i ons  wou ld  bea r  w i th  h im  in  
s a y i n g  t h a t ,  w h i l e  h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t i ng  t h e  r e l i g ious  oppo r tun i t i e s  h i t he r t o  a f fo rded  
t o  h im in  t h i s  p l ace ,  he  p r e f e r r ed  t he  o r d i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  P r e sb y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  b o t h  
b e c a u s e  h i s  j u d g me n t  a p p r o ve s  o f  t h e m  a s  s c r i p t u r a l ,  a nd  b e c a u s e  e n d e a r e d  t o  h i m 
b y  t h e  me m o r i e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r t e d  a n d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  h a p p y  s e a s o n s  i n  t h e  h o u s e  
o f  God .  M r .  H o r ne r  t h e n  h a n d e d  Mr.  Todd  a  s i l v e r  t r owe l  w i t h  t h e  i n sc r i p t i o n  
“P re sen t ed  by  Wm Crosb i e  t o  W m .  T o d d ,  Esq .  o f  D u b l i n ,  o n  l a y i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  



s tone  o f  t he  P re sby t e r i an  Church , ”  and  o n  p r e s e n t i n g  i t  s a i d  -  I  a m  n o w  t o  h a n d  
y o u  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  i mp l e me n t  s o  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  i n  t h i s  d a y ’ s  c e r e m o n i a l ,  I  d o  s o  i n  
t h e  n a me  o f  a n  o l d  f r i e n d  o f  y o u r s  i n  w h o s e  s u c c e s s  y o u  h a v e  a l wa y s  t a k e n  t h e  
d e e p e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  w h o ,  w e r e  h e  n o t  p r e se n t ,  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  s a y ,  h a s  
f o l l o w e d  y o u r  e x a m p l e  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t hose  bus ine s s  v i r t ue s  wh ich  have  ma de  
y o u  o n e  o f  t h e  me r c h a n t  p r i n c e s  o f  t h e  l an d ,  a n d  h a v e  g a i n e d  f o r  h i m a l s o  a  v e r y  
h i g h  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  e s t e e m.  
 
M r .  T o d d  t o o k  t h e  t r o w e l ,  a n d  s t e p p e d  d o w n  a n d  s p r e a d  t h e  mor t a r ;  t h e  s t o n e  w a s  
t h e n  l o w e r e d  t o  i t s  p l a c e ,  a nd  h a d  i m b e d d e d  a  b o t t l e  c on t a i n i n g  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
n e w s p a p e r s  w i t h  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  a nd  a  f e w  p i e c e s  o f  c o i n .  Mr.  Todd  
sa id  he  f e l t  conv inced  t ha t  t he  work  i n  whi c h  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  a  p a r t  t h a t  d a y  w a s  
o n e  f r o m w h i c h  t h e y  h a s  r e a s o n  t o  a u g u r  t h e  h a p p i e s t  r e s u l t s .  H e  w o u l d  s a y  t o  h i s  
f r i e n d s  o f  e v e r y  d e n o mi n a t i o n  p r e s e n t  t ha t  t h e y  c h e r i s h  a  s p i r i t  o f  k i n d n e s s  a n d  
f o r b e a r a nc e  t o w a r ds  e a c h  o t h e r .  H e  t r u s t e d  t ha t  w h e n  t i me  i t s e l f  h a d  p a s s e d  a w a y  
t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  f r u i t  f o u n d  a s  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l  t e s t i mo n y  o f  t h e  
gospe l  i n  t ha t  p l ace .  He  t hanked  h i s  f r i e n d  f o r  t h e  v a l u a b l e  i mp l e me n t s  h e  h a d  
r ece ived ,  and  hoped  he  wou ld  have  t he  p l ea s u r e  o f  a g a i n  v i s i t i n g  t h e m w h e n  t h e  
h o u s e  w o u l d  b e  o p e n e d  f o r  d i v i n e  w o r s h i p .   
 
D r .  E d g a r  t h e n  o f f e r e d  u p  p r a y e r  a n d  t h e  me e t i n g  s e p a r a t e d . 9 .  
 
I n  Augus t  1863  t he  fo l l owing  a r t i c l e  “New P re sby t e r i an  Church  In  Roscommon”  
w a s  p r i n t e d  b y  a  l o c a l  p a p e r ;  
 
“ T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  o f  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rc h  w a s  l a i d  i n  t h e  M a r k e t - s q u a r e  i n  
t h i s  t o w n  o n  T h u r s d a y  mor n i n g  l a s t .  A mo n g s t  t h e  s t r a n g e r s  p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  
w e r e  t h e  Rev .  Dr  Edgar  o f  B e l f a s t ,  H u g h  M o o r e .  E s q ,  o f  C a p e l  S t r e e t  D u b l i n ,  
W i l l i a m  T o d d ,  B u r n s ,  E s q . ,  ( s e n i o r  p a r t n e r  o f  t h e  F i r m o f  T o d d ,  B u r n s ,  &  C o . , )  
a n d  M r s .  T o d d ,  & c .  & c .  
 
A f t e r  r e a d i n g  a  s u i t a b l e  p o r t i o n  o f  s c r i p t u r e ,  Dr  Edgar  e x p l a i ned  t h e  c i r c u ms t a n c e  
u n d e r  w h i c h  a  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  w a s  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  me m b e r s  o f  t h e  
P re sby t e r i an  Church  i n  t h i s  ne ighbou rhood .  
 
T h e  s t o n e - i n  w h i c h  w e r e  d e p o s i t e d  a  b o t t l e  c o n t a i n i n g  d o c u me n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
e v e n t  o f  t h e  d a y ;  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p a p e r s  a nd  s o me  c o i n s  o f  t h e  r e a l m- w a s  l a i d  
i n  i t s  p l ac e  b y  Mr.  Todd .  
 
T h e  t r o w e l  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n  w a s  o f  s i l v e r - a n  e x q u i s i t e  s p e c i me n  o f  i t s  k i nd .  O n  
p l a c i n g  i t  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  M r .  T o d d ,  M r .  H o r ne r  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  g e n t l e ma n  a s  
f o l l o w s :  -  “ I  a m n o w  t o  p u t  i n t o  y o u r  h a n d s  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  i mp l e me n t  s o   i n -
d i s p e n s a b l e  t h e  c e r e mo n i a l  o f  t h e  d a y .  I  d o  s o  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  a n  o l d  f r i e n d  o f  
y o u r s  i n  w h o s e  g r o w i n g  s u c c e s s  a s  a  me r c h a n t  I  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a l wa y s  t a k e n  a  
d e e p  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  w h o ,  w e r e  h e  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  I  shou ld  t ake  t he  l i be r t y  o f  s ay ing  ha s  
f o l l o w e d  t h e  e x a mp l e  y o u  h a v e  s e t  i n  t h e  p r ac t i c e  o f  t hose  bus ine s s  v i r t ue s  t ha t  
h a v e  r e n d e r e d  y o u  o n e  o f  t h e  me r c h a n t  p r i nce s  o f  t he  l and ,  and  have  ga ined  fo r  
h i m a l s o  a  v e r y  e nv i a b l e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  e s t e e m. ”  
 
T h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  o n  t h e  t r o w e l  i s  a s  f o l l ows :  -  “P re sen t ed  by  W i l l i a m  C r o s b i e  t o  
W i l l i a m  T o d d ,  E sq . ,  o f  Dub l in ,  on  h i s  l ay i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  o f  t h e  
P re sby t e r i an  Church  o f  Rosc ommon .  Augus t  6 th ,  1863 . ”  
 
Dr  Edgar  c o n c l u d e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t i ng  s e rv i ce s  o f  t he  day  by  p r a y e r  f o r  t h e  D i v i n e  
b l e s s i n g  o n  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g ” .  1 0  ( s ee  append ix  page  7 ) .  



 
On  J a n u a r y  2 n d ,  1 8 6 4 ,  i n  a  l o c a l  R o s c o m m o n  p a p e r  t he r e  w a s  a n  a d v e r t i s e me n t  
“To  Be  so ld  -  P idgeon  Pa rk” ,  i n  t he  a r t i c l e  i s  me n t i o n e d  t h e  P re sby t e r i an  Church ;  
“One  p lo t  o f  g round ,  on  wh ich  ha s  been  e r e c t e d  t h e  n e w P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h a p e l ,  
p r o d u c i n g  a  r e n t  o f  1 0  p o u n d s  p e r  a n n u m.  
 
O n  t h e  16 th  February ,  1867  t h e  f o l l owing  a r t i c l e ,  “New P re sby t e r i an  Church ,  
R o s c o m m o n ”  a p p e a r e d  i n  t he  l o c a l  p ap e r ;   
 
“ N e w P r e s b y t e r i an  C h u r c h ,  R o s c o m m o n .  -  T h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  f a mi l i e s  r e s i d i n g  i n  
Roscommon  and  ne ighbou rhood  have  p r e sen t ed  a  me mor i a l  t o  t he  P re sby t e ry  o f  
A t h l o n e ,  p r a y i n g  t o  b e  f o r ma l l y  o r g a n i s e d  a s  a  c o n g r e ga t i o n ,  a n d  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e i r  
w i s h  t o  c a l l  t h e  R e v  J  O r r  S co t t  t o  b e  t h e i r  mi n i s t e r .  -  T h e  me m o r i a l  w a s  a c c o r d i ng  
t o  t h e  u s u a l  o r d e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  -  B o y l e  
G a z e t t e ” . 1 1  
 
I n ,  1867 ,  t h e  Roscommon  cong rega t i on  was  r ece i v e d  u n de r  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  
A s s e mb l y  a n d  i n  1873  w a s  u n i t e d  wi th  C r e g g s  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  l o c a t e d  j u s t  o v e r  t h e  
G a l w a y  b o r d e r . 1 2  
 
D u r i n g  R e v .  S a mu e l  L y l e  Ha r r i s o n ’ s  mi n i s t r y  t h e  M a n s e  w a s  b u i l t .  1 3 .   
 
T h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i s  s ma l l  a n d  v e r y  s c a t t e r e d ,  c o v e r i n g  a n  a r e a  o f  mor e  t h a n  2 0 0  
s q u a r e  mi l e s .  O w i n g  t o  t h e  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  ma n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d ,  
e x c e p t  a t  c o m m u n i o n  s e a s o n s ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  t he  h e l p  g i v e n  b y  t h e  I r i s h  M i s s i o n  a l l  
a r e  r e a c he d  w i t h  o r d i n a n c e s . 1 4 .  
 
B e s i d e s  t h e  r e g u l a r  S a b b a t h  s e r v i c e s ,  M i s s i o n  s t a t i o n s  a r e  o c c u p ie d  a t  Ardass  a n d  
C a s t l e r e a 1 5 .  
 
I n  1 8 7 0  s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i on  o f  Roscommon  i s  g iven  a s  hav ing  
t w e l v e  f ama l i e s . 1 6 .  
 
O n  t h e  16th  Augus t  1871  J ohn  Burke  o f  Ca ms  House  i n  C o .  R o s c o m mo n  l e a s e d  a  
p l o t  o f  l a n d  t o  R e v e r e n d  S a m u e l  L y l e  H a r r i s on ,  R e v e r e n d  W i l l i am  H a n c oc k  
H o r n e r  and  Al f red  Edgar  f o r  a  t e r m o f  e i g h t y - t w o  a n d  h a l f  y e a r s  a t  a n  a n nua l  r e n t  
o f  e i g h t  p o u n d s .  T h e  a b o v e  n a me d  m e n  w e r e  “ T r u s t e e s  n o mi n a t e d  b y  a n d  o n  b e h a l f  
o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  c o n ne c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e mb l y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church  i n  I r e l and  known  by  t he  name  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  
R o s c o m m o n  a n d  w h o  a r e  h e r e i n  a f t e r  c o l l e c t i ve l y  d e s i gn a t e d  a s  t h e  s a i d  t ru s t e e s  o f  
t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  w h e r e  a s  a  number  o f  pe r sons  acknowledg ing  t he  j u r i sd i c t i on  o f  and  
h o l d i n g  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  p r o f e s s e d  b y  t h e  s a i d  Ge n e r a l  a s s e mb l y  h a v e  f o r m e d  
t h e ms e l v e s  i n t o  a  C o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e r e w i t h  u n d e r  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  
P re sby t e ry  o f  A th lone  and  known  by  t he  name  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  
R o s c o m m o n  a f o r e s a i d  a n d  h a v e  e r e c t e d  a  c h u r c h  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s a i d  
cong rega t i on  and  whe rea s  t he  s a id  Cong reg a t i o n  h a v i n g  a p p l i e d  t o  t he  s a id  John  
B u r k e  f o r  a  l e a s e  o f  a  p i e c e  o f  g r o u n d  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o n  p a r t  t he r e  o f  a  
M a n s e  w i t h  s u i t a b l e  o f f i c e  h o u s e s  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  t h e  mi n i s t e r  o f  s a i d  c h u r c h  
fo r  t h e  t i me  b e i n g ” . 1 7  
 
T h e  “ p i e c e  o r  p a r c e l  o f  g r o u n d  i n  t h e  t own  o f  Roscommon  a fo r e sa id  con t a in ing  by  
a d me a s u r e me n t  o n e  r o o d  a n d  t w o  p e r c h e s  s t a t u t e  me a s u r e  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s  b y  t h e  
s a me  mo r e  o r  l e s s  b o u n d e d  o n  t h e  N o r t h  by  t he  g round  on  wh ich  s a id  P re sby t e r i an  
C h u r c h  i s  e r e c t e d  o n  t h e  S o u t h  b y  p r e mi s e s  n o w  o r  l a t e l y  i n  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  M r s .  



E g a n  o n  t h e  E a s t  b y  t h e  M a r k e t  S q u a r e  i n  t he  t own  o f  Roscommon  a fo r e sa id  and  on  
t h e  w e s t  b y  g r o u n d  n o w  o r  l a t e l y  i n  t he  occupa t i on  o f  Mrs .  Lewi s  “ 1 8 .   
 
O n  t h e  s a me  d a t e  a s  a b o v e ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  O ’ C o n n o r  D o n  t o  g r a n t  
t o  t h e  T r u s t e e  i n  T r u s t  ( Congrega t i on )  a  l e a se  i n  r eve r s ion  o f  t he  g round  and  
p r e mi s e s  o n  w h i c h  t h e  C h u r c h  h a s  b e e n  e r e c t e d  a n d  o n  w h i c h  t h e  M a n s e  i s  a b o u t  t o  
b e  e r e c t e d .  A n  a n n u a l  r e n t  o f  1 8  p o u n d s  u p  u n t i l  t h e  1 s t  N o v e mb e r  1 9 5 3 ,  w h e n  t h e  
l e a s e  w i l l  b e  f o r  1 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s .  T h i s  d e e d  w a s  s i g n e d  a n d  w i t n e s s e d  b y  t h e  t h r e e  
me n  p r e v i o u s l y  me n t i o n e d  a b o v e . 1 9 .  
 
I n  1 9 0 4  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  f i v e  f a mi l i e s  i n  t h e  R os c o m m o n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
cong rega t i on . 2 0   
 
O n  t h e  20th  Augus t  1956  T h e  E d u c a t i o n  B o a r d  o f  t h e  D u b l i n  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  16  S t .  
S t ephens  Green  i n  t he  C i ty  o f  Dub l in ,  s i g n e d  a  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  E d w a r d  K i l ma r t i n  
w h i c h  g a v e  t h e  b o a r d  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  s u r r e n d e r i n g  t h e  C h u r c h  p r o pe r t y  o n  t h e  1 s t  o f  
M a y  i n  a n y  y e a r .  T h i s  o p t i o n  w a s  t a k e n  u p  o n  t h e  1 s t  M a y  1971 ,  by  t he  now na med  
Educa t ion  Board  o f  the  Pre sby t e ry  o f  Dub l in  and  Muns t e r .  2 1 .  
 
O n  t h e  14th  September  1978  t h e  p r o p e r t y  c a m e  i n t o  o wn e r s h i p  o f  C a t h e r i n e  G  
K i l ma r t i n  f o r  l i f e ;  r e ma i n d e r  i n  E d w a r d  J o h n  K i l ma r t i n ,  M i c h a e l  L o u i s  K i l ma r t i n ,  
Wi l l i a m J o s e p h  K i l ma r t i n  a n d  C a t h e r i n e  M a r y  B i e s  n e e  K i l ma r t i n . 2 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE RE VERENDS  
 
 

I n  1863  t he  cong rega t i on  o f  C reggs  was  o r g a n i s e d  a n d  i t s  f i r s t  mi n i s t e r  w a s  M r .  
R o b e r t  K e n n e d y  w h o  w a s  o r d a i n e d  3 1  M a r c h ,  1 8 6 3 .  T h e  me e t i n g  h o u s e  w a s  o p e n e d  
by  R e v .  Dr .John  Edgar  f o r  w o r s h i p  i n  1 8 6 3 .  O n  t h e  1  A u g u s t ,  1 8 6 7 ,  M r .  R o b e r t  
Kennedy  was  de s igna t ed  t o  t he  Co l on i a l  Mi s s ion .  He  was  r ep l aced  by  M r .  S a m u e l  
L y l e  H a rr i s o n  w h o  w a s  o r d a i n e d  o n  1 9  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 6 7 . 2 3  

 

E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  s a me  t h e  P r e sb y t e r i a n  f a mi l i e s  o f  R o s c o m m o n  t r i e d  t o  c a l l  R e v  J  O r r  
S c o t t  t o  b e  t h e i r  mi n i s t e r ,  b u t  h e  n e v er  d i d  f o r  w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n .  Th e r e  a r e  t w o  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a  M r .  J a me s  S c o t t  a n d  Re v .  J a me s  S c o t t ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  t h e  a b o v e  
g e n t l e ma n  ( s e e  a p p e n d i x  p a g e  2 )   

 
O n  t h e  1 9  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 8 ,  t h e  R e v .  D u n l o p  M o o r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  f i r s t  ba p t i s ma l  i n  
t he  chu rch ,  he  was  p robab ly  a  f r i end  o f  t h e  f a mi l y ;  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  na me  w a s  A n n i e  
J a n e  R e d p a t h  ( s e e  a p p e n d i x  p a g e  3 ) 2 4  
 
No  r eco rd  can  be  found  fo r  Rev .  Dun lop  M o o r e ,  b u t  t w o  s i mi l a r  n a me d  p e r s o n s ,  
w h o  c o u l d  b e  h i m,  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  f o r  M r .  D a v i d  D u n l o p  a n d  M r .  Wi l l i a m  M o o r e  
( s ee  append ix  page  2 ) .   
 
D u r i n g  R e v .  S a mu e l  L y l e  Ha r r i s o n ’ s  mi n i s t r y  h e  p e r f o r me d  t h r e e  b a p t i s ma l  
c e r e mo n i e s ,  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  1871  and  1872  ( s ee  append ix  page  3 ) . 2 5  
 
S a mu e l  L y l e  H a r r i s o n  w a s  c a l l e d  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  t o  C l o g h e r ,  C o .  M a y o ,  o n  t h e  5  
Nove mbe r ,  1872 .  He  was  i n s t a l l ed  on  29  J anua ry ,  1873 .  He  was  de sc r i bed  a s  “ a  
p r e a c h e r  ma r k e d  b y  o r i g i na l i t y  a n d  pe r s u a s i v e n e s s ,  a n d  a  ma n  o f  k i n d l y  
d i s p o s i t i o n ” . 2 1  O n  t h e  6  M a r c h ,  1 8 7 8  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  D r o mo r e  W e s t  a n d  i n s t a l l e d .  
H e  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  J o n e s b o r o  an d  C a s t l e b e l l i n g h a m o n  1 7  M a y ,  1 8 8 3 . 2 2  He  was  
i n s t a l l e d  o n  t h e  2 9  M a y ,  1 8 8 3 ,  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  t w o  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  h a d  u n i t e d  
( 1 8 8 2 ) .  H e  t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h  M e a t h ,  Lo u t h  a n d  A r ma g h ,  mi n i s t e r i n g  t o  s c a t t e r e d  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  f a mi l i e s  o v e r  a  w i d e  a r e a ,  a n d  h e  d i e d  o n  19  A p r i l ,  19 1 6 . 2 8  
 
Rev .  Sa mue l  Ly l e  Ha r r i son ’ s  son  Mr .  A lex a n d e r  L y l e  Ha r r i s o n  w a s  o r d a i n e d  o n  9  
M a r c h  1 9 0 9  a t  R o s t r e v o r .  M r . A l e x a n d e r  H a r r i s o n  d i d  n o t  s t a y  l o n g  f o r  o n  t h e  1 7  
M a r c h  1 9 1 4  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  F o r t w i l l i a m P a r k ,  B e l f a s t . 2 9  On  t he  6  Apr i l  he  was  
i n s t a l l e d ,  s e r v i n g  fo r  t w e n t y - s e v e n  y ea r s  u n t i l  i l l - h e a l t h  c o mpe l l e d  h i s  r e t i r e me n t  
o n  3 0  J u n e  1 9 4 1 .  H e  p a s s e d  a w a y  o n  2 8  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 7 .  H i s  s o n ,  M r .  F r a n k  
A . L . H a r r i s o n ,  i s  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Q u e e n ’ s  C o u n c i l  i n  N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d . 3 0  
 
R e v .  S a m u e l  L y l e  H a r r i s o n  i s  b u r i e d  i n  Co .  Lou th  and  h i s  Grea t -Grand  Daugh t e r  i s  
t h e  w i f e  o f  R e v .  A l a n  M c M i l l a n  ( P r e s b y t e r i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  S oc i e t y  o f  I r e l a n d  -  
B e l f a s t ) .  
 
T h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  R o s c o m m o n  w a s  o r g a n i s ed  i n  1867  and  un i t ed  w i th  Creggs  i n  
1 8 7 3 .  I t s  f i r s t  mi n i s t e r  w a s  Rev .  Wi l l i am Smy th  w h o  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  i n  S a i n t f i e l d ,  
a n d  w a s  l i c e n s e d  b y  t h e  C o n n a u g h t  P r e s b y t e ry .  H e  h a d  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  B e l f a s t  
mi s s i o n  a n d  h a d  b e e n  o r d a i n e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  H e  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  o n  5  A u g u s t ,  1 8 7 3 .  
H e  r e s i g n e d  f r o m h e r e  o n  2  No v e mb e r ,  1 8 8 0  w h e n  c a l l e d  t o  L o u g h g a l l . 3 1  
 
D u r i n g  h i s  mi n i s t r y  a t  R o s c o m mo n ,  R e v .  Wi l l i a m S m y t h  b a p t i s e d  e i g h t  c h i l d r e n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r s  1 8 7 4  -  1 8 8 0 .  3 2   ( s e e  append ix  page  3 )  
 



O n  1 1  N o v e mb e r ,  1 8 8 0 ,  R e v .  Wi l l i a m  S my t h  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  a s  m i n i s t e r  b y  t h e  
A r ma g h  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  L o u g h g a l l .  H e  r e t i r ed  on  2  Sep t embe r ,  1902  and  d i ed  on  9  
D e c e mb e r ,  1 9 0 9  a n d  h e  w a s  d e s c r i be d  a s  “ a n  e a r n e s t  p r e a c h e r  o f  t h e  Wo r d  a n d  a  
ma n  o f  s i n c e r e  p i e t y ” . 3 3  
 
R e v .  A l e x a n d e r  F e r g u s o n  o f  C o r b o y  w a s  t h e  n e x t  ma n  t o  mi n i s t e r  a t  R o s c o m mo n  
a n d  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  o n  2 1  J u n e  1 8 8 1 .  H i s  s t a y  was  t he  sho r t e s t  o f  a l l  f o r  he  r e s igned  
o n  t h e  4  A p r i l ,  1 8 8 2 ,  o n  b e in g  c a l l e d  t o  K i l k i n a mu r r y . 3 4  D u r i n g  h i s  s t a y  h e  
b a p t i s e d  o n e  c h i l d  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 8 1 . 3 5  ( s e e  a p p e n d i x  p a g e  3 )  
 
M r .  A l e x a n d e r  F e r g u s o n  ( l i c e n t i a t e  o f  t he  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y )  w a s  o r d a i n e d  o n  2 3  
M a y ,  1 8 5 3  a n d  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  T y r o n e ’ s  D i t ches  wh ich  was  an  Or ig ina l  Sece s s ion  
c o n g r e g a t i o n .  O n  1 4  A u g u s t ,  1 8 6 0  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  
A s s e mb l y .  3 6  
 
O n  t h e  3 1  D e c e mb e r ,  1 8 6 0  R e v .  A l e x a n d e r  F e r gu s o n  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  C o r b o y . 3 7  A f t e r  
h i s  p e r i od  a t  R o s c o m mo n  h e  b e c a me  mi n i s t e r  a t  K i l k i na mu r r y  a n d  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  o n  
2 5  A p r i l ,  1 8 8 2 .  O n  2 2  A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 0  h e  d i e d .  3 8  
 
Mr.  Joseph  McCorke l l  w a s  t h e  n e x t  c h o i c e  o f  mi n i s t e r  f o r  Roscommon  and  was  
o r da ined  on  1  Augus t ,  1882 .  He  r e s igned  on  18  Feb rua ry ,  1895  t o  work  i n  
M o v i l l e . 3 9  D u r i n g  h i s  t e r m a t  R o s co m m o n  h e  b a p t i s e d  t h i r t y - f i v e  c h i l d r e n ,  b e t w e e n  
1 8 8 2  -  1 8 9 5 . 4 0 ,  t h e  mos t  bap t i sms  pe r fo r me d  b y  a n y  R e v e r e n d  i n  R o s c o m m o n  
C h u r c h .   R e v .  M c C o r k e l l  c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  f i r s t  b a p t i s m a t  t h e  C h u r c h  o n  t h e  1 3 t h  
Augus t  1882  and  l a s t  on  t he  5 th  May  1895  ( s ee  append ix  pages  3 -4 ) .  
 
Rev  McCorke l l  i s  l i s t ed  i n  S l a t e r ’ s  D i r ec to ry  o f  I r e l and ,  1894 ,  a s  l i v ing /work ing  
i n  R o s c o m m o n  T o w n ;  

 
McCORKILL Rev .  Jo s  (P r e sby t e r i an ) ,  t he  Manse . 4 1  
 
 
A f t e r  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  i n  C r e gg s  a n d  R o s c o m m o n ,  R e v .  J o s e p h  M c C o r k e l l  wa s  
i n s t a l l e d  i n  M o v i l l e  o n  2 6  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 9 5 .  H e  r e t i r e d  o n  3 1  M a y ,  1 9 3 9  a n d  d i e d  a t  
Ga l a sh i e l s  on  5  May ,  1944 ,  and  was  bu r i ed  a t  Mov i l l e . 4 2  
 
O n  t h e  5  M a y  1 8 8 9 ,  R e v .  T h o m a s  H e n r y  B u r k i t t  b ap t i s ed  Mary  I s abe l  MacCorke l l ,  
d a u g h t e r  o f  R e v .  J o s e p h  M a c C o r k e l l . 4 3  ( s ee  append ix  page  4 )  
 
R e v .  T h o ma s  H e n r y  B u r k i t t  s e r v e d  a s  a  mi s s i o n a r y  i n  t he  s o u t h e rn  H i g h l a nd s  o f  
D o n e g a l  f o r  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  a n d  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  A t h e n r y  o n  4  M a y  1 8 8 5 .  D u r i n g  
h i s  s t a y  i n  A t h e n r y  a n  i r o n  c h u r c h  w a s  b u i l t ;  a l s o  a  ma n s e  o n  t he  s a me  t w o  a c r e  
s i t e  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  t o w n .  H e  r e t i r ed  on  8  Oc tobe r  1917  and  d i ed  on  t he  3  
N o v e mb e r  1 9 2 2 ,  a g e d  e i g h t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d . 4 4    
 
T h e  Rev .  James  Hender son  o f  Randa l s t own(2nd )  f o l l owed  and  was  i n s t a l l ed  on  1  
J u l y ,  1 8 9 5  a n d  r e ma i n e d  i n  R o s c o m m o n  fo r  t h i r t y  ye a r s . 4 5  Wh i l e  s e r v i n g  h e r e  h e  
b a p t i s e d  t w e n t y - f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  w a s  t he  l onges t  s e rv ing  mi n i s t e r  i n  Roscommon  
C h u r c h . 4 6  ( s e e  a p p e n d i x  p a g e s  5 - 6 )  On  t h e  3 0  Apr i l ,  1925  he  was  i n s t a l l ed  i n  
A th lone ,  when  t he  cong rega t i ons  un i t ed .  He  w a s  t h e  l a s t  r e v e r e n d  o f  R o s c o m mo n  
C h u r c h . 4 7  
 
Be fo re  he  s e rved  a t  Roscommon ,  Mr .  J a me s  H e n d e r s o n  w a s  o r d a i n e d  a t  
R a n d a l s t o w n ( 2 n d )  o n  2 1  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 9 3  a s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  i n  1 8 9 5  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  
t o  Roscommon . 4 8  



 
O n  3 0  A p r i l ,  1 9 2 5  R e v .  J a m e s  H e n d e r s o n  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  a t  A t h l o n e  a n d  h e  r e t i r e d  
o n  1 0  J u l y ,  1 9 3 8  a n d  l i v e d  fo r  a n o t h e r  s ev e n t e e n  y e a r s  u n t i l  t h e  1 6  F e b r u a r y ,  
1955 . 4 9  
 
T h e  Rev .  Rober t  (Rob in )  A lan  Franc i s  Wi l son  o f  2nd  Ba l l ybay  and  Rockco r ry  was  
c a l l e d  t o  b e c o me  mi n i s t e r  o f  B a l l i na s l o e ,  A t h l o n e  a n d  R o s c o m m o n .  H e  w a s  
i n s t a l l e d  o n  2 5 t h  N o v e mb e r  1 9 3 8  a nd  r e s i g n e d  o n  2 3  D e c e mb e r  1 9 4 3  w h e n  h e  
b e c a me  a n  R . A . F .  C h a p l a i n .  H e  w a s  t h e  l a s t  m i n i s t e r  r e s i d e n t  i n  A t h l o n e . 5 0   
 
M r .  R o b e r t  A l a n  F r a n c i s  Wi l s o n  ( s o n  o f  t h e  R e v .  F r a n c i s  Wi l s o n  o f  2 n d  a n d  3 r d  
B a l l y n a h i n c h )  w a s  o r d a i n e d  a t  B a l l y ba y ( 2 n d )  on  1 3  D e c e mb e r  1 9 3 4 . 5 1  
 
R o c k c o r r y  c o n g r e g a t i o n  b e c a me  a  s t a t e d  supp ly  o f  Ba l l ybay (2nd )  on  1  J anua ry  
1 9 2 5 ,  a n d  r e ma i n e d  s o  d u r i n g  R e v .  R o b e r t  A lan  F ranc i s  Wi l s on ’ s  mi n i s t r y  (1934 -
3 8 ) . 5 2  
 
I n  1 9 4 4  B a l l i n a s l o e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w a s  u n i t ed  w i t h  A t h l o n e  a n d  R o s c o m m o n  a s  a  
s t a t ed  supp ly .  Rev .  R .H .Gi lmour ,  r e t i r e d  mi n i s t e r  o f  T h i r d  P o r t g l e n o r e  s e r v e d  h e r e  
f r o m 1 8  F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 4 . 5 3   
 
On  10  De cember ,  1961  Rev .  James  Ernes t  MacLarnon  b a p t i s e d  A l a n  D o u g l a s ,  t h i s  
w a s  t o  b e  t h e  l a s t  b a p t i s ma l  c e r e mo n y  i n  R o s c o m mo n  C h u r c h . 5 4  ( s ee  append ix  page  
6 )  
 
M r .  J a me s  E r n e s t  M a c L a r no n ,  w a s  o r d a i ne d  mi n i s t e r  t o  A h o g h i l l ( Tr i n i t y )  o n  9  
Apr i l ,  1923  and  r e s igned  on  2  Sep t emb e r ,  1 9 3 0  o n  b e c o mi n g  a n  a g e n t  o f  t h e  
S a b b a t h  S c h o o l  S o c i e t y . 5 5  
 
R e v .  J a m e s  E r n e s t  M a c L a r no n  t h e n  be c a me  M i n i s t e r  a t  C o r b o y  o n  t h e  3  M a y  1 9 3 4 .  
C o r b o y  u n i t e d  w i t h  T u l l y .  H e  r e ma i n e d  i n  C o r b o y  f o r  t h i r t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  a c t i v e  
s e r v i c e ,  r e t i r i n g  o n  3 1  M a y ,  1 9 7 2 .  H e  w e n t  t o  l i ve  i n  Eng l and  whe re  he  d i ed  on  7  
M a y  1 9 7 6 . 5 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATION RE CORDS  
 
 
The  P re sby t e r i an  Congrega t i on  o f  Roscommo n  began  t o  f o r m in  t he  ea r l y  1860 ’ s ,  
a n d  t h e i r  c h u r c h  w a s  o p e n e d  i n  1 8 6 5  a n d  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w a s  r e c o g n i s e d  i n  1 8 6 7 .  

5 7   I n  1 8 7 0  t h e r e  wa s  o n l y  t w e l v e  f a ma l i e s  a n d  b y  1 9 0 4  t h i s  f i g u r e  h a d  r e d u c e d  t o  
f i ve .  The  cong rega t i on  had  d i s appea red  by  abou t  1970 . 5 8  Today  t he  on ly  f ami ly  
s t i l l  e x i s t i n g ,  a r e  de c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e   H a g g a r t  f a mi l y ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t he  M o t e  Pa r k  a r e a ,  
j u s t  ou t s i de  o f  t own!  
 
I n  1 8 1 9  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  M i n i s t e r s  w e r e  r equ i r ed  by  t he i r  chu rch  t o  r eg i s t e r  
b a p t i s ms  a n d  ma r r i a g e s ,  b u t  t h i s  o n l y  b e c a me  g o o d  p r a c t i c e  i n  1 83 0 .  I n  1 8 6 4  a n  
A c t  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  b i r t h s ,  de a t h s  a n d  ma r r i a g e s  i n  I r e l a n d  w e r e  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  b y  
t h e  s t a t e . 4 .  I n  1 8 6 9 ,  a f t e r  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  D i s e s t a b l i s h me n t  A c t ,  t h e  
C h u r c h  o f  I r e l a n d  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  n o  
d e n o mi n a t i o n  w a s  t o  b e  s h o w n  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t me n t . 6 0 .  
 
B e t w e e n  1 8 6 8  -  1 9 6 1  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r t y - f o u r  b a p t i s ms  i n  R o s c o m m o n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h ,  ca r r i e d  o u t  b y  e i g h t  d i f f e r a n t  R e v e r a n ds .  T h i r t y  f a mi l i e s  h a d  c h i l d r e n  
b a p t i s e d  h e r e  a n d  f i f t y - s i x  o f  t h e  b a p t i s ma l s  w e r e  f r o m  j u s t  t we l v e  f a mi l i e s .  T h e r e  
w a s  o n l y  o n e  s e t  o f  t w i n s  ( L o w e r y -  2 1 . 5 . 1 9 1 3 ) .  I t  a p p e a r s  f r o m  t h e  b a p t i s ma l  
r e c o r d s ,  t h a t  o n  t he  1 6  A p r i l  1 8 7 6  t he  c h i l d  o f  Wi l l i a m K i d d i e  a nd  J e s s i e  
M c S k i m m i n g ,  b a p t i s e d  b y  R e v .  Wi l l i a m  S my th ,  w a s  c h r i s t e n e d  ‘ Wi l l i a m S my t h ”  
i n s t ea d  o f  Wi l l i a m  K i d d i e  by  e r r o r . 6 1  ( s e e  a p p e n d i x  p a g e s  2 - 6 )   
 
Census  r eco rds  a r e  a  ve ry  u se fu l  sou rce  o f  i n f o r ma t i o n  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  w h e r e  
abou t s  o r  ex i s t ance  o f  me mbe r s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  I n  t he  fo l l owing  r eco rds  fo r  
R o s c o m m o n  T o w n ,  s o me  o f  t h e  P r e sb y t e r i a n  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a r e  l i s t e d ;  
 
 

S l a t e r ’ s  D i r e c t o r y  o f  I r e l a n d  1 8 9 4  
 

W A T T  T h o ma s ,  p l u mb e r ,  A b b e y  S t r e e t . 6 2  
 
 

1 9 0 1  C e n s u s  f o r  R o s c o m m o n  p a r i s h  
 

2 0 .  WAT T  - T h o ma s ( p l u mbe r )  a n d  E l e a n o r ,  Wi l l i a m,  M a r g a r e t ,      
 E l e a n o r ,  I v y ,  V i o l e t  a n d  L u k e  M o r g a n .   

                 ( A b b e y  S t r e e t  L o w e r  -  B a l l y p h e a s o n ) 6 3   
 
Luke  Morgan  r e s id ing  i n  house ,  no t  par t  o f  f ami l y?  
 
T h e r e  i s  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  O s w a l d  M a c ph e r s o n  b o r n  3 0 . 9 . 1 8 9 5 . ,  h e  d i e d  a t  a  v e r y  
y o u n g  a g e  t w o  a n d  h a l f  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  w o u l d  b e  b u r i e d  i n  S t .  C o m a n ’ s  O l d  
G r a v e y a rd  i n  t o w n . 6 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 9 1 1  C e n s u s  f o r  R o s c o m m o n  p a r i s h  
 

 
8 .   WAT T  -  T h o m a s ( p l u mbe r ) ,  a n d  B a r ba r a  Wi l l i a m,  V i o l e t ,  I vy  P ,      
          E l eano r ,Hen ry  H i t ch in s  and  John  Mulha l l .  (Abbey  S t r ee t   
   L o w e r  -  B a l l y p h e a s o n ) . 6 5      
 
The  Wa t t s  have  moved  f rom  No .  20  Abbey  S t r ee t  Lower  t o  No .  8  Abbey  S t .  Lower  .  
 
M a r g a r e t  W a t t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  a s  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  h o u s e  a n y m or e  ( c . 1 9 0 1 )?  S h e  w o u l d  b e  
a b o u t  2 3  o r  2 4  y e a r s  o l d ,  p o s s i b l y  m a r r i e d ?  
 
Henry  H i t ch in s  and  John  Mu lha l l  a re  r e s id in g  a t  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  f a m i l y ?  
 
 

R o s c o m m o n  E l e c t or s  L i s t  19 3 2  
 

 
A b b e y  S t r e e t .  Wa t t ,  V i o l e t ,  Wi l l i a m,  B a r b a r a ,  T h o ma s . 6 6  
 
E l e a n o r  a n d  I v y  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  l i s t e d  a s  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  h ouse ,  p robab l y  marr i ed  o r  
w o r k i n g  e l s e - w h e r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  abroad? .  E l eanor  wou ld  be  abou t  42  o r  43  
y e a r s  o l d  a n d  I v y  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  3 9  o r  4 0  y e a r s  o l d .  
 
 

1 9 0 1  C e n s u s  f o r  R o s c o m m o n  p a r i s h  
 

 
M o t e  D em e s n e  -  H A G G A R T  -  A l e x an d e r  ( g ame k e e p e r ) .  a n d  M ar g a r e t ,   
                 Wi l l i am ,  E l i z a be t h ,  J a me s ,  I s a b e l l a ,  M a r g a re t ,  R o b e r t ,  J a n e ,  
          A l a n * * ,  A l i c e  a n d  K a t h l e e n ,  6 7  
 
T h e r e  i s  n o  l i s t i n g  f o r  Anne  Haggar t  bo rn  8 .6 .1897? ,  she  wou ld  be  abou t  3  o r  4  
y ear s  o ld  a t  t he  t ime  o f  t he  C e n s u s ! ,  p o s s i b l y  d i e d  y o u n g ?  
 
Ka th l een  i s  p robab l y  Ca thor ina  a s  wr i t t e n  o n  t h e  B a p t i s m a l  R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  
C h u r c h !  
 
 

1 9 1 1  C e n s u s  f o r  R o s c o m m o n  P a r i s h  
 

 
M o t e  D em e s n e  -  H A G G A R T  –  A l e x a n d e r  ( g a me k e e p e r ) ,  a n d  M a r g a r e t ,  J a me s ,   
   Marga re t ,  Robe r t ,  A l an ,  A l i c e ,  K a t h l e e n ,  B a r ba r a ,  E d w a r d . 6 8  
 
 
Barbara  and  Edward  Haggar t  w e r e  b o r n  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  c e n s u s !  
 
W i l l i a m  H a g g a r t  i s  no t  l i s t ed  a t  t he  house ;  he  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  2 3  o r  2 4  y e a r s  o l d !  
 
I s a b e l l a  H a g g a r t  i s  n o t  l i s t e d  a t  t h e  h o u s e ;  s h e  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  1 9  o r  2 0  y e a r s  o l d !  
 
J a n e  H a g g a r t  i s  no t  l i s t ed  a t  t he  house ;  she  wou ld  be  abou t  15  o r  16  year s  o ld !  
 
 



R o s c o m m o n  E l e c t or s  L i s t  19 3 2  
 

 
H a g g a r d  A l e x a n d e r ,  A l e x a n d r a ,  N e d ,  M a r g a r e t ,  K a t h l e e n . 6 9  
 
Alexandra  i s  p robab l y  young  A l exander  Wa t t?  
 
J a m e s ,  A l a n ,  A l i c e ,  B a r b a r a  and  Edward  a r e  n o t  l i s t e d  a t  t h e  h o u s e !  
James  wou ld  be  abou t  41  o r  42  year s  o ld !  
A l a n  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  3 5  o r  3 6  y e a r s  o l d !  
A l i c e  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  3 2  o r  3 3  y e a r s  o l d !  
B a r b a r a  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  2 9  o r  3 0  y e a r s  o l d !  
E d w a r d  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  2 7  o r  2 8  y e a r s  o l d !  
 
 
T h e r e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a n y  b u r i a l  r e c o r d s  f o r  R o s c o m m o n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C h u r c h ,  p r o b a b l y  be c a u s e  t he r e  w a s  no  g r a v e ya r d  a t t a c he d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h ,  bu t  i n  S t .  
C o ma n ’ s  C h u r c h  ( C h u r c h  o f  I r e l a n d ) ,  t h e   f o l l owing  r eco rds  r evea l ed  de t a i l s  o f  
b u r i a l s  o f  s o me  o f  t h e  P re sby t e r i an  cong rega t i on  ; 7 0  
 
 

Roscommon Burials  (17.3.1882 - 25.9.1985) 
 
 
Name   Abode  When Buried Age By whom                                                            
        
Barbara Eleanor    Court Street  29.1.1940.  80  TS Humphreys 
Watt   Roscommon (new cemetery)   
 
Watt Eleanor  Court Street 10.3.1972.  82 DW Graham 
   Roscommon     (Douglas Wrixon) 
 
Violet Watt  Roscommon 16.4.1974.  71 DW Graham 
 
(see appendix pages 7-9) 
 
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e a t h  r e c o r d s  w e r e  c om p i l e d  b y  a  F A S  s c h e me  o n  S t .  C o ma n ’ s  O l d  
G r a v e y a r d  i n  R o s c o m mo n  T o w n  a n d  i n c l u d e d  Pr e s b y t e r i a n  d e a t h s ; 7 1  
 
Date  Surname Christian Age  Where died           
 
14.2.1887 Frazer             William 13 mths Abbey St                     
 
4.11.1897. Gilmour John. AF. N.B.  Roscommon             
 
29.10.1896 James  George             44  The Villa, Ros             
 
24.1.1898. Watt  Osmond M 2.5  Abbey Street  
 

Ki l t eevan  Dea ths  (1864 -1900 )  
 

 
D a t e   S u r n a m e  C h r i s t i an  A g e  W h e r e  d i e d                         
 
3 . 8 . 1 8 9 8 .  C r o s b i e  J o h n   6 5  E mo e               



O l d  P r o t e s t a n t  G r a v e y a r d ,  R o s c o m m o n .  
 
 

JAMES 
 
 

I n  l o v i n g  me mo r y  o f   
 

K a t i e  
 

T h e  b e l o v e d  w i f e  o f  G e o r g e  J a me s  
 

w h o  e n t e re d  i n t o  r e s t  
 

on  t he  8 th  o f  June  1884  aged  27  yea r s  
 

T h o u g h  I  w a l k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  d e a t h ,  
I  w i l l  f e a r  n o  e v i l  f o r  t h o u  a r t  w i t h  me  t h y  r o d  a n d  t h y  s t a f f .  

T h y  c o m f o r t  me .                                                     P s a l m 2 3  
 
 

I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h i s  i s  t h e  K a t i e  J am e s  o f  t he  R o s c o m m o n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
C o n g r e g a t i o n ?  
 
The  Pre sby t e r ian  Ka t i e  d id  marry  a  George  J a m e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  G e o r g e  J a m e s  
b u r i e d  i n  t h e  G r a v e y a r d  ( O l d  P r o t e s t a n t )  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  L i b r a ry  r e c o r d s?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JAMES 
 

G e o r g e  J a me s   
 

B o r n  S e p t .  1 s t  1 8 5 2 ,  d i e d  O c t .  2 9 t h  1 8 9 6  
 

M a r k  t h e  p e r f e c t  m a n  a n d  b e h o l d  t h e  u p r i g h t  
 

F o r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h a t  ma n  i s  p e a c e .  
 

                P s a l m 3 7 - 3 7  
 

I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  i f  t h e  G e o r g e  J a me s  men t ioned  above  i s  t ha t  o f  t he  Roscommon  
P re sby t e r i an  Congrega t i on?  He  i s  bu r i ed  i n  S t  C o ma n ’ s  G r a v e y a r d  ( O l d )  e i t h e r  
b e s i d e  o r  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  K a t i e  J a me s  ( d e t a i l s  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e ) ?  
 
R o b e r t  H a g g a r t  -  M o t e  P a r k ,  w a s  a  P r i v a t e  i n  t h e  N o r t h u mbe r l a n d  F u s e l i e r s  a n d  
d i e d  f r o m  i n j u r i e s  i n f l i c t e d  i n  Wor l d  Wa r  I ,  h e  i s  b u r i e d  i n  S t .  C o ma n ’ s  ( n e w )  
Gr aveya rd .  
( s e e  a p p e n d i x  p a g e s  7 - 1 1 )  
 
T h e r e  a pp e a r s  t o  b e  n o  r e c o r d s  o f  m a r r i a ges  i n  Rosco mmon  P r e s b y t e r y  C h u r c h  b u t  
t h e r e  a r e  t w o  e n t r i e s  i n  t he  l o c a l  S t .  C o ma n ’ s  C h u r c h  o f  I r e l a n d ;  H e n r y  M e a r s  
( M a r r s )  &  E m m a  E l i z a b e t h  J o n e s  ( se e  ap p e n d i x  p a g e s  1 2 )  a n d  J a me s  J a c k s o n  &  
M a t i l d a  Pu r d u e  ( s e e  a p p e n d i x  p a g e s  1 3 ) .   
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONCL USION  
 
 

T h e  r e s e a r c h  c a r r i e d  o u t  s o  f a r  i n  t h i s  l oca l  h i s t o ry  p ro j ec t ,  i s  o n l y  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  
i c e b e r g ,  w h a t  h a d  s t a r t e d  o u t  a t  r e s ea r c h i n g  a n y  h i s t o r y  o n  t h e  R o s c o m m o n  
P re sby t e r i an  Church  ha s  deve loped  i n to  g e n e a l o g y  r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  p i e c e  o f  l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  i n  p r i n t  o n l y  c o n t a i n s  t h e  b a s i c  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p i l e d .  T h i s  
w o r k  w i l l  b e  o n g o i n g  t o  b u i l d  u p  a  b i g g e r  p i c tu r e  o f  t he  P re sby t e r i an  Church ’ s  
h i s t o r y  a n d  i t s  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  a n c e s to r s  o f  i t s  pa s t  cong rega t i on .  
 
O b t a i n i n g  t h e  b a p t i s ma l  r e c o r d s  f o r  t h e  C h u r c h ,  s u d d e n l y  c r e a t e d  a  g r o u p  
( c o n g r e g a t i o n )  o f  p e o p l e  w h o s e  l i f e ’ s  w e r e  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
( M u s e u m/ T o u r i s t  Of f i c e ) .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  p u t  f a c e s  t o  t he s e  n a me s ,  b u i l d  up  a  
h i s t o ry  on  t he se  peop l e ;  who  t hey  we re ,  whe r e  t h e y  l i v e d ,  t h e i r  t r a d e ,  a n y  a s p e c t  
o f  t he i r  l i f e ’ s ,  and  you  cou ld  s ay  t he i r  “ a f t e r  l i f e ” ,  a s  r ega rd s  t he i r  f a mi ly  and  
d e s c e n d a n t s .  Wi t h  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t r a c e d  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  a p p r o a c h e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  
i n fo r ma t i o n  a n d  e ve n t u a l l y  i n v i t e d  t o  t he  M u s e u m,  t o  s e e  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  s e e  t h e i r  
C h u r c h  w h i c h  i n - t u r n  ma y  h e l p  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  M u s e u m’ s  f u t u r e ,  t h e  Ch u r c h ’ s  
f u t u r e !  
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BANBRIDGE:  “The second Minister was Rev. James Scott, formerly minister of  
Bannside:  Glenavy. He was installed on 12 Oct 1880, had a long ministry a 
   and died on 10 Mar 1918. 72 
 
 
GLENARM:  “Mr. James Scott (lic Newry) was ordained as Mr. Waddell’s  
   successor on 28 Sep. 1869 and resigned on call to Banbridge on  
   21 Sep. 1880.73 

 
* (The above James Scott is the closest findings/records found for Rev. J. Orr. Scott ) 
 
 
 
BELTURBET: “Mr.David Dunlop (lic. Route) was ordained on 28 Feb. 1888. He 
   was however, suspended from ministerial office on 27 Mar. 188874 
 
 
TULLY:  “The Rev. Mr. Edmonds was followed by Mr. William Moore (lic. 
   Belfast) who was ordained on 3 Nov. 1867, and who was appointed  
   in Dec. 1869 by the Board of Missions to Spain. He resigned his  
   missionary post in 1874, was installed in Tully a second time on 25  
   May 1874, and resigned in 1879 when appointed to Jervis  
   St. Mission in Dublin.”75 
 
 
* (The above persons are the only listings that may represent Rev. Dunlop Moore who       
   carried out a baptismal ceremony in Roscommon Church on the 19.1.1868.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
MARGARET WATT 

(DAISY) 
BORN 28th MAY 1887 

ENTERED INTO HER REST 
15th APRIL 1925 

 
ALSO HER FATHER 

 
THOMAS HARDIE WATT 

DIED APRIL 29 1936 
AGE 77 YEARS 

 
ALSO HER MOTHER 

 
BARBERA ELEANOR WATT 

DIED JANUARY 26 1940 
AGED 80 YEARS 

 
AND THEIR ELDEST SON 

 
WILLIAM F.C.WATT 

DIED OCTOBER 25 1957 
AGED 71 YEARS 

 
UNDERNEATH ARE THE 

EVERLASTING ARMS 
 

DEUT XXX III  VERSC XXVII 
*************************************************************************** 
 

ELEANOR WATT 
DIED 8 MARCH 1972 

AGED 81 YEARS 
 

VIOLET WATT 
DIED 14 APRIL 1974 

AGED 73 YEARS 
*************************************************************************** 
Margaret Watt (Daisy) was 37 years old when she died! 
 
Thomas Hardie Watt was born around 1859! 
 
Barbara Eleanor Watt was born around 1860! 
 
Eleanor Watt was born on 27.4.1889 and died on the 8.3.1972, this makes her 82 years old when she died, 
not 81 years as engraved on the tombstone! 
 
Violet Watt was born 18.6.1899 and died 14.4.1994, this makes her 74 years old when she diednot 73 as 
engraved on her tombstone. 
 
 
 
 
 



IN MEMORY OF 
 

ALEXANDER HAGGART 
DIED 7 JULY 1938, AGED 84 YEARS 

 
HIS WIFE MARGARET 

DIED 19 NOVEMBER 1933, AGED 67 YEARS 
 

THEIR DAUGHTER ISABELLE 
DIED 2 MAY 1938, AGED 44 YEARS 

 
THEIR SON BOB 

KILLED IN FRANCE 1915, AGED 21 YEARS 
 

DAUGHTER 
JEAN(PAT) DIED 1O SEPTEMBER 1984 

AGED 89 YEARS 
 

CATHERINE (KITTY) 
DIED 19 JANUARY 1988 AGED 88 YEARS 

 

HAGGART 
****************************************************************************** 
 

IN MEMORY OF  
LUKE O CONNOR 
DIED 24 MAY 1976 

 
HIS WIFE 

BARBARA NEE HAGGART 
DIED 11 FEBRUARY 1992 

R.I.P. 
****************************************************************************** 
 
Isabelle Haggart was born 23.11.1891 and died on the 25.1938, this makes her 46 years old not 44 years 
old as engraved on the tombstone! 
 
Catherine (Cathorina) “Kitty” Haggart was born 30.3.1900 and died on the 19.1.1988, this makes her 87 
years old not 88 years old as engraved on the tombstone! 
 
Barbara O’Connor (nee Haggart) was 89 years old when she died! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


